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must know what has been, in order to understand what is, and to think out 
what should be. This is the sufficient reason for reissuing Strauss's Life of Jesus. 

The work is in one large volume, rather small but clear print, and finely 
made. An index would have been a happy addition to the original. No 
other edition of the book will prove so serviceable. There has been wisdom 
exercised in reproducing this original work, with its independence and its his- 
toric significance, rather than the New Life of fesus which Strauss put out a 
generation later, with marked modifications. 

The interest and value of this particular edition is greatly enhanced by an 
introduction by Professor Pfleiderer. He justifies the re -publication of this 
monumental work of Strauss, discusses its historical importance, exhibits with 
acumen the weaknesses of Strauss's position, and gives an account of the sub- 
sequent development of the Strauss school of New Testament historic criticism. 
He regards Keim's Life of Jesus as " the best representation of the present 
condition of our knowledge of the life of Jesus." C. W. V. 



The Acts of the Apostles. Vol. II. Expositor's Bible Series. By Rev. G. T. 
Stokes, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of Dub- 
lin. New York: Armstrong & Son, 1892, pp. 16+480. $1.50. 

The first volume of this expository work preceded this one by about a 
year, and was highly commended for its good style, practical character, and 
scholarship. The second volume concludes the treatment of the Acts, covering 
chaps. 9-28, a somewhat uneven apportionment of the material, and also of 
the history. The effect of this is apparent in Dr. Stokes's presentation of 
chaps. 2 1 - 26, the outlines of which are barely sketched ; Paul's trial before 
the Sanhedrim is given five lines (p. 429). This compression can not but be a 
matter of regret. It was evidently necessitated by imperfect calculation at 
the start. 

The many features of the first volume appear again in the second — 
learned notes, apologetic argument, abundant illustration, frequent and long 
digressions with reference to current parties and problems in the English 
Church, and good homiletic treatment of the Acts. The discussion of the 
Jerusalem Conference is excellent. Exception must be taken to Dr. Stokes's 
view that Paul was tried at Athens before the Court of Areopagus (pp. 309-310). 
He understands that it was Aquila who took the vow (p. 333), and that Euty- 
chus had merely fainted (p. 403). The volume is in the excellent typography 
of the series, and has a fair index. A few blemishes of style, more express- 
ive than elegant, occur, e.g., "Barnabas in plain language wished to perpe- 
trate a job in favor of a member of his family" (p. 254, by the way, also, an 
unfortunate statement of the case), and " St. Paul did not let things slide, 
trusting in the Divine care alone " (p. 444). 

The two volumes form an attractive and useful aid to the study of the Book 
of the Acts, for popular purposes. C. W. V. 



